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The following report is based on Communist Farty documonts coufiscated in
raids on Commnist cenbters in llanila during October 1950, The docwwnt is
undated, and the originator cannot be identilied. It is possible that tle
docunent is incomplete. ‘

TROIDIIDUES OF PROPAGAITIA

Tith the existence of a revolutionar; situation in the Philippines it

becomes more iiperative tuan ever for our Party to reach and to take
leadership over even wider masses of the people. The mere existence

of a revolutionary situation does not mean that it will develop of its

own accord intc a spontaneous revolution in wilch tue people are ready

to rise up and tihrow off the bond of tiaeir oppressors. Such & developaent

ig the result of loth 0ld and patient worik by tue Party in clarifying

igsues and problems and maliing the people aware ol them, in bringing in %hen
the progran of tue Party, and in conviacing then to accept tue Party's
leadership above anu bayond all obhers w.c are vying for Llelr support. One
of tue principal means we have of acileving tuls is throuch the medium of our
propazanda.

Qur program can be divided roughly into two differcrnt cabagories: 2, indirvect
propaganda not done in tie nawmc of the Pardty, conducted in nmass orgarizations,
gmony inuividuals and friends, and by taling advantage off the various
bourgois media: 2) propapanda conducted officially in the name of tho Party,
throuzgh literature or Lurough Party cpolesnen.

The firct catepory is nore cubtle in nature and involves culefly the u
of psychology in »laying upon the discontents, the suspicions, a
fears of people. This type of propagands ic chilefly useful in w e
people to the lecucs and preblems that aflect them and keeping tliose lgrucs
and problems always in the Torelront of their uinds. It ig a matber, nore

or less, o brealing tho growud and of preparing people for the lLiplanbing

of more advanced ideas leading to actiom., Ioct olten the alfect in in-
direct, with people beiny led wwritbingly to think along a line of sugsestion.
"ost people are open Lo suggestlon more than to direet challenge or #pieal,

The aain tulag Jor osur Tarty and for the LD 1g to be tallied about, to be
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alin-g in the weoples’t cye and on the peoplesy tongue. Thad Lo vhab
the encay fears. The encny i afrald to teach Comaunisn in cchools,
even in a distorted mamcr, Lecause bhey lmow Lt would load D.ople Ho
think about Commmisa and to ask questions. The encuy leeps inglating
desperately, tiat there is peace and order, beeause they want to Leep
the peoples™ attention away Irom the I and to lzeep people from
thinking about the I3 orpanization. our Job is to see to it tuat the
I is talked about constantly.

There are many ways of advocatlng the (03 witlout coming out. in direct
support of it, One can say, in tie course of discuseion, "You know,

I don't blame the Huks for whab tiey are doing" and it is enougzh to
set p.ople thinking.

Foruns or discussion groups, whicl saosuld ve sporsored and advocated in
all mass organizatlons, in scuools, and even in neighborhoods, are :
excellent means of keeping issues and problems Lefore the people.
Oubspokon supporbers of our program arve not essential in such a case,

so long as our followers are able to influcnce tle cioice of topics
and the choice of spoakers in order to guarantes that the enemy s.ows up
to the least advantage. Poiunbs in our prograu cna Le brousht out

indirectly through asking questions in the discussion period.

The classroom, for Loth teachers and students 5 1s a ey plade wiere
questlions can be raised and where lnmmerable thilngs can be lnterpreted;
unofficially from the llaruist standpeint. In history, in eeonomies,

in political and social secienmce, and in litersture coursas, historieal
and . dialectical materialism can be employed, albeit subtly, with a very
telling effect, particularly in claping the outlook of shudents, It is
quite possible to do this witiosut the use of Jommunist puraseclogy, if
it is wiger to avoid it. The sbudent movement could and chould be
built in the classroom by convineing students intellectually of the
cuperiority of llardsm and the Party program. In many schnols there is
still comparative freedon of diseussion, and School newspapers often
voice progressive ideas. It chould be the objeclive of the student
cadres to guin positions on editorial bLoards and to recrult editors

of school papers, so taah in editorial and feature columns of such
publicabtions, it is only a matter of concentrating on topics that are
timely and by which people may be rallied for struggle.

Our propaganda, of course, directed as it must be to all different
sections and groups of the people, must be flexible and adapted to the
varying intercsts of the sections and groups. For example s let ug take
the question of import control. Import control is a measure faken by

the Quirino administrabtion to stabilize itsslf by preventing the

outflow of dollar resources. Our Party, realizing that the failupe of
import control will lead to a furbther weakening of the (uirine administhyaw
tion and a further loss of faith in it by the people, must use its
propaganda in such a way that Luport control will be discredited in the
ayes of the people, and through it the Quirino administration as well.

In the trade unions and among workers in goneral, we euphasize the fack
that ifport control ie causing what anownbte to o cut in wages sines Lood
prices in the mariel are rising as a result of import cortrols. e also
stress the fact that the Muirine sdministration is Lelplaog the profitecrs.
To small businessmen we point out that import conbrol will fores ticm outb
of business and that it favors the growbh of big monopolies. Dwen among
students and iantellectuals we can emphasize the fact that import control
is keeping books out of the country. It would be incorrect, however, to
emphasize prices in the public markets to students and unemploement to
amall businessuen, '
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As anobuer cxn vle, let uo btalke 10 cace of Americon liporialism. Low
do we arouse people against American -..lecr\dE.;:;m‘? Yo workers wo o noink
out that Amerlcan Dmperialicts loep tleir wacos cowm, and we conpare
the dilforence Letween  Miliping and . Averican worlers uboe Co Bhe
sazie kind of work. To ncasants we poiat how Aerican Limerialists Leph
the feudal lendlords “n pover, and oy Joriers are ased as choap Llebor
o produce rav saterials for American factories.  To bue mt.a,c,.\u ie
bo"r"em.sm we Polnt out how Averican Liperislion restricte the grovhi
of business., ctudente we stress tue ideals of froedom ard-
independence and thue need for tirowing off the colonial mentali Ly
Our approach B the varlous soctions of tie people met be in terms of
holr 1uc,rc"'bs, altuough the dilferent avproacies are ondy panses of
the came’ issue.

In vriting Party propaganda, wacther 1t be a pamphil eh, o lealflet, a
stateuent, or a neuspaper arblcele, there are ssveral izporbant concideta-
tions bo Lwer in ninds

irst, taere iwst bo. oiuplicity. Wictier bthe piece of Urcmagaada Ls
px:,la:z‘~ ly agitational or prinarily educational it :ust bo vritten in
languape that lo easil; wmders Lon Ly tue widest poszible nusber of
people. The nost Mqvom,a'"ﬁ, conslderation in nropaganda is nob
Literary ¢ t,fle, 1t iz understandability. ‘ords of onc and two
syllables siwuld be used if the nicce io vritten in Ingls ahy, and
eolloquial phirases, 1f it is ,.mtten in Tagaloz. [hbrwist phraseology,’
in mawy cases dotracts from the elmplicity of nropa ganda, particularly
whon one io appoa ing to 00&@%13:* mmcvolopoc\ masses o do ot
wxlerctand it. Jven the berm ™ ?;)Gl*.Lal"'rq" s nob really understood
b moct peoples  Undil Lie wmonent vien tie aassos Lave Leon educate
politically L tae lardy, b Lo bebior (,.Lat our propacanda, pax ~ticularly
the ”f;l‘bﬁlbl@']éﬂ var'muy, avoid-tue uce of technieal

and use inctoad slople expressions wilch have moant: g
seonlest exmeriences,

alch e oaoll

ar & Ium,
Sheorotical LL:‘L::-C ot
or documents it e A8
the ﬂropa"arxcL o f :)i? our '1‘*-;;;‘ conslohs ol = abi;
wiie bagle llarsis L,cal works inbo teras thab i
wderstonding of the nasses.

7obo wranslato

A

t the Llovel of

The question of sz...ﬂxctt rin wropag: ":v.da ez lectunls as
well as to workers aad peasants. The interest of the inbellectual is
not such 28 to lead to an imsediabe enllpitened outlool oi - X olitical
and cconomle theories. An olementary approach will be # o be

ag effective with bhem as with otler sections of the p«:oplm

to i cxpericnces of
spine seeney and tue
28, for ms‘mm,c,, e

» o aboub the neo
cachied on the b

ypoganda st Le closely rela

Secondaly, cur
the people. It .unb be adopbed to L1t fhe Ph
of the plest exichones. It 1o use
acitabe tue neasoabls abo the eold war inu
of recognlzling Jommnist Chinas u.lu/ amst Lo
leooues thab acbuglly ‘oot then, for esammle whe abuses of thc hllipy
Constalbulary, the sha of crome, and bhe & orlablon of thg ;”nucldl

ostates. At bidls stage we cammot approach ‘;}zo peasanbry vith propo az:da
Tor c;llﬂct,_. rization; that would Le w..nuy' Lo far ahead of the va]g
expericnce. :

|nr
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The explanntor llartu of our prupaganda showld bLe, insofar as posel bla,
presented in tie form of concrete examples dravm from within the renge
of exporience of tluose to wion it is Jiree tod. I the propaganda is
designed prinarily for wovlers, it should PJ:pJ“(“TB an auqu:z.a.nqaﬁlce with
the overyday problens of workers, on as well ac off tho Job. - It should
saor lmowledge of tue general economic and po! irs 21 issues that alfect
the worling clase., A Toaflot on the _T'luCJ.‘lm'Lw‘liﬁ cituation iz less
“litely to eateh the interesh of tue v NG clase than 18 a lca, 1ot
dealing witly speeilic worling conditions in tue industry i i

Gilel they
arc employed. A skillfwl propagancict con describe the wicle operstion
of canitolism tlrouzh waal roes on in a sinzle JTactory. .
Our “rov)d'gand% sts mmst be able to pub theusclves in e place of tiose
to whon b .o appeal and tucv/ mush be able to imagine tuelr thoug hLu

and reactlong. .’ro‘oag;':‘ad* sts muish lmow the tecimiques widch ave !.11’0]:*
to win the attention of those to whon tiey ars appealing, and tliey mugh
also have a sense of tixing, and the abi ity bo d@’cel"mne the corrcct
psychological mouent. .

Part of the peopl st a.::r erience is thelr higborical and revoluc:lomry
tradition . Our *)ro’:zwmcm msh be Liked with them. _rive home o
point with a quotation from a revo Luuonax:, le:mer Quote Dond abs
and Uzal along with larx, Lemin and Sbalin. aud link then together

80 thot the people can see the relation be'ameon their oun revolutlonary
1eauer" and tie revolud J.Jnary leadors of our LJO‘JG ent cvemn:hefc: Laowr
that the tradition of Bani is tue sae as tue bradition of Lenin and
S‘oall*x, and of Taruc. Use jlstorical episodes and - personalities to
avalen bhe fecling of nationalis Sl onG porbray j’ox’e:,{fn domination. . Do.
not uee bourpeois 10d<@1‘s ag exaple s not quobs from sueh flmuerialist
tools as uezon: use insbead the heroos of our Party - uvan:elista,
Feleo, Tincente Lava and Joven. e muct sopularize our omm leaders, - ‘
and ve .nst poou'l.‘ 1oe the J:“"’J’C\lutlﬁ”lafj enisodes and tvach ons of our’
people. Mils .usb be one of the maln eonziderations of our o waganda,
in order to win the veople awar from Lourgeols and .I.J,"'?O"‘J.ajl Hic
L").'[:Cl")l‘(]’l}dﬁl@’l of *1.11, Lonal experience.

Thiprdly our propaganda nush nolnd 40 a line of actlon. It is ing suiiiel tend
to cxpose the ena ry and bo exolain how the eno Y iS syeton operatess we
st 4:11"0 polnt out Low the people can f Tiehd bhe enmv and the means by
which the cysten can be ch_mgn.u Ve mmst alwoys show the people -

alternative to what caxfsts and how sueh change oy be achieved,

( .
The object of 21l our propaganda ic to sti r the “DC,ODJL
This s particularly true of aritational prop mda, cech st conelude
with direct ealls to action, owevor, it is aloo true of educational
propaganda ihereby avmu 10:11;3‘ of owr propaginda sre explained rore
thoroughly. Ia both cas S propaganda serves the purpose of izl encating
tue Party program, and tul can only be achieved through action.,

3

This prog .s.'*a.nda agproach 1s as true in t.o cage of s:na].l isoues. as

1t is fn the case 57 large ilssues. It ig as morbant 4o arouse

people on tie gubject of the baan 1 of Jal“m' Loolss  as it is to

eall upon then to rally arcumnd the amed sty zule, o The ,,,Luin objective

1e to geb people in the habit of acking. In the Pail lopines, cgpecially,
i, ne lethargy of centuries is prevalent anor nothe people. In vhe United
States, in France wxl elsevhere under the Partyts suldance, btae people
pour inbo the streets over Lssues such as ”rrweslm.onn J_U. the I ﬁ.:@l’:m*:es
1t takes almost inbolera I.le condiblons to oad the people into action.
when thoy are :;oawd, 1t is tewe that boey rosort to rf’volatmnm*r
action, bub wo .mct seelk short cubs ".n achieoving Unsq flo ¥z "Lv loa.y Lot
mephilet, statenent or oditordal ohoul wibhout

with concrete deuands, propogsals, and .,n.,og by sbep susg ,QLU) 03 Lo tnc

4
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Mueh of the success of calling the pesple to sotion dopends won cur
abilibty to sloganize cur campaipns s and to tronslate our Party progean

into slogans. Short, simple slocans which have punch, and are terse

and %o the polub, are worth a page of rambling arpuent and exortation.
Drevity is a virbue that neods cultivation in our movemenb. labits of
specelmaking have led us to be souwewhat verbose, we mueb learn to get

to the polnt in our propaganda, and to lsop it short. This is particularily
true in the case of slogans. It is necessary for slogans to be eye-catehing
arxl able to capture the imagination of the people, as well as to sum up

tie need of the lour. Study the slogans of the Dolshevil Party in the
Soviet Unien on the eve of the revolubtion: "iread, Peace and. Lawt, "ALL
Power to the Soviets". Our oun slopans, Luilt around the Lesus of NeACE
have been effective in the past. s

~@ met be careful to be specific in our slogang, and not to gemeralisze
too extensively. Ve musht pever say only "Dovm with American merialismt,
we muet point oub the means by which it 2oy be downed.

sher in propagendizing an iseoe, ig tbo
concentratie on one issue, ond not to allew it to Lecwse conluscd Ly
dragring in other ts. A leaflet atbaclding praft and corruption
becones eomflused if we aleo Include slegans o tie ontlasivng of
comipany unlons, or on the need for public toilets in Tondo,

Another irportant point 4o rouem

The making of leaflets. themsclves is a techmique taait requires considerable
attention. Thoy must be attractive to the eye, as well as tc the point.

. 4 cartoon should be included whenever possible, along with bold, welle
spaced lethering and a drasatic slopan. A minizom of condsnsed argurent
should Le included, followed by a series of slogans indicating Low the
issue caon be dealt with, IFf we are hard~oressed for ideas on lay-outs
of leaflets, we can always get ideas Trom bourgeois advertising technicques,

that issued in the name of the Party and the TMR. Thers are other {rpes
of propaganda that need %o be considered as well., Ore of these is
propaganda which nay be advanced throuzh the

Tuis document Las beon concerned mailnly with vrdibten propagarda, particularly
k9l

ve Litorary technicue of

the ciert story, pootry, or litevary criticiom. Another is tie crachion

of posber art, wich has been usod with cood resulbs in China and obher
i} e of propaganda e need to rocruwlt ortists

countries. For the latter Ly
whe can dramabize our straggle in picbures whlch tell o ghory, €
suggest actlon more effectively than vords. & third twoe of propaganda
can be advanced by dramabie groups of the tyoe used by the Counter
Inteliigence Divisgion duriny the war, These dramabic groups can e used
in the provinces to perform bofore the people, advane CUI Progran

by plays, ekits, vonpgs and poetry. ALl of these forms of. ropogoands
need special treatmont in documents, :

It would be a mistake lowever, o tuink thot e potrer of the word -
cither printed or spoken, ie the moest effechive Torm of propagands.
The most effective prépaganda is glways that of action. The actis tles
of the I3 are our best advertisemsnt. One report of B activity in
the press, is vorth a dozen editorial arguments.. This iz also brue in
trade unions and in 411 obher mass movenents, The orgsnization of

a gtrike, a picket line, a demenstration, a delegation or a pebition
campaign are all powerful forms of propagands, nch only Lo persons
parbticipating in them, but zlso for those wio hear aboub or witness
Lhen, "Propaganda tirough action® should be a slogan wiiich is alvays
kept before our Party, :

fani
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